WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 28  – XXVI WEEK O.T. [C]
"Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head."
To enter the truth of the Word of Jesus, one only image is enough: “death.” When a person dies, he leaves time and everything that is in time. There is a full detachment. One leaves father, mother, brothers, sisters, relatives, friends, poor, rich, righteous, unrighteous, close, distant, hungry, thirsty, the one who has and the one who does not have, the one who owns and the one who does not own, the one who can live on his own and the one who can do nothing on his own. Death is this full detachment. Once, this word: “dead to the world” was used by those who embraced the monastic life. One withdrew from the world, one lived as isolated from it. No contact of any genre. In his Gospel, Jesus does not ask the apostles and the disciples for the “death to the world.” They must live in the world, without belonging to the world, though. Death must be to the thoughts of the world. However, they must live in the world to give salvation to the world, proclaiming the kingdom of God and his righteousness, for the salvation of man. 
Jesus asks this “death to the world” for those whom He will send in the world to preach the Gospel tomorrow. They are taken on daily basis by God for all the days of their life and they will have to work for the Lord. They cannot deal with the things of earth. They would take some precious time to the preaching of the Gospel. Not only are they taken on a daily basis by God, even at night they are at his service. Their life will have to be entirely from the will of the God who has taken them. They will have to know that when one leaves for the mission, one knows where one leaves, but not where it leads, for it is all and always in the will of God. Where the Father sends, there one goes. When the Father says to stop, one stops. Where He wants one to spend the night, one there lies to give strength to our body. But the Father is always the one who gives the order to follow and the place where to go.
If someone has personal needs, desires of the heart, his own will, vices and other, he cannot certainly go in mission. One cannot be missionaries of the Father fulfilling the mission from his own will. One cannot be of the Father and of ourselves. Either one is from the Father or from us. The second condition placed by Jesus is a simple, too: one is of the Father in the same moment of the call. Today the Father calls and today one must put himself under his obedience. Today one is no longer from our will, for one is already under the will of the Father. Waiting for the mother and the father die to follow Jesus then, is not an acceptable condition. And if mother and father die in one hundred years, can the kingdom of God wait for such a long time? How many men will be lost because of our delay? Then it is righteous that the Lord goes one and finds other people. The wheat is sowed in a well precise time. One can never sow it out of season. Either one goes to work in the propitious time of the sowing, or the master is obliged to find other labourers. The Lord cannot wait for our decision in reason of the many souls to save. Since today the salvation of the souls is no longer the purpose of the many called, then the answer can be moved as one pleases. If the vocation is no longer ordered to the salvation of the souls, neither there is the urgency any longer. Salvation requires immediateness.
Let us read the text of Lk 9,57-62
As they were proceeding on their journey someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." Jesus answered him, "Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head." And to another he said, "Follow me." But he replied, "(Lord,) let me go first and bury my father." But he answered him, "Let the dead bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." And another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my family at home." (To him) Jesus said, "No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God."
[bookmark: _GoBack]When death comes, one is no longer concerned about the one who is born and of the one who dies, of the one who is hungry and of the one who is thirsty, of the one who is naked and of the one who is deprived of every other thing or of the one who needs something. The separation is total and forever. Jesus wants the vocation to be missionaries for his Gospel to be considered as true death for his called. Whoever responds to the vocation must consider himself dead to his pasta ns begin a new life. This is the meaning of: “Let the dead bury their dead.”. You deal with my Gospel. There will be someone else to deal with the burial. Coe and dispose your heart to be bringer of the Word of life in the world. My Father will provide for every other thing. He will dispose other heart so that they do what you should do. Everything arises from faith and everything must be lived from faith. We give ourselves to the Lord. The Lord will take care of the things that were up to us to do. We do his things. He will do ours. If we lack this faith, we do well neither the things of God and nor ours. We give ourselves to the Lord, the Lord gives himself to us. When He gives himself, He gives with all Himself, without sparing himself in anything. Faith is entirely in our relation with the Lord our God. Without faith the relation is disfigured by the many thousands of things that will make it not true, not good, not holy. Faith must be cultivated so that it becomes more and more solid and strong in us. May the Virgin Mary obtain for us an immediate and full obedience like hers, today and for all the days of our life.
1

